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MEDIJIVAL PERIOD- 



THE BUILDER OP THE WALLS OF KILKENNY. 

BY JOHN G. A. TEIM. 

^Read at the Meeting of April Srd.'] 



Although the circumstances connected with the walhng of Kilkenny, 
unhke our neighbouring town of New Eoss, were considered in the 
olden time to present no feature sufficiently romantic to inspire the 
muse of that famous writer of curious Norman-French rhymes. Friar 
Michael of KUdare, or even to call for a page of fanciful detail in 
the quaint chronicle of Stauihurst, yet there is a mystery connected 
with the original construction of the mural defences of our "Faire 
Gittie" which gives a peculiar interest to the subject amongst 
enquirers into our local history. Stanihurst briefly records the 
fact, that "In the year 1400 Robert Talbot, a worthie gentleman, 
inclosed with walls the better part of the towne, by which it was 
greatly fortified." The same statement is made in nearly similar 
words by Henry Marleburgh, Sir James Ware, and other chroniclers. 
One annalist only, Dowling, who wrote in the beginning of the seven- 
teenth century, in addition, says that Talbot built the walls at his own 
expense. But, save that he died in 1415, no further information is 
vouchsafed to us concerning this ancient benefactor of Kilkenny ; and 
we are left in total darkness as to the motives and inducements to a 
private individual for so important and expensive an undertaking. 

Of all the commentators upon our ancient annalists. Dr. Ledwich 
alone has essayed to solve this mystery, and with what success we 
shall now enquire. Referring to Bishop Burke, who in his Domini- 
cana, page 205, calls the founder of the walls Richard Talbot, instead 
of Robert, Ledwich observes — "The following remarks may perhaps 
tend to elucidate this transaction. Petronilla, sister of James, the 
second Earl of Ormonde, in 1340 married Gilbert Talbot, ancestor to 
the Earl of Shrewsbury. This Gilbert, and his son Richard, remark- 
ably signalized themselves in the wars of Edward III. Richard seeing 
how open and defenceless Kilkenny was on every side, and willing to 
show his respect for his uncle, surrounding the city with a strong 
wall." Now Burke is a modern writer, who drew his own informa- 
tion from the earlier chroniclers, and evidently has but written 
Richard in mistake for Robert — ^if, indeed, the error was not a typical 
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one; yet Ledwich gives him the preference as an authority before 
writers of a period coeval with the events which they recorded, and, 
upon this weak foundation, ventures upon a speculation which he 
delivers as dogmatically as if he was merely stating well known and 
indisputable facts. The greatest difficulty to be encountered by the 
Archaeological enquirer of the present day, unquestionably, is the 
separation of real historical facts from the masses of rubbish, in the 
way of idle assertion and whimsical speculation, in which our pseudo- 
antiquaries of the last century have enshrouded them ; and great care 
should be exercised in sifting the existing materials for Irish history, or 
the crude theories of eccentric pedants and ignorant charlatans will be 
frequently reproduced, and foisted again upon the public as authentic 
national records. For my own part, I had always given imphcit 
credence to the statement of the earlier annalists, that a Robert Talbot 
was the founder of the walls of Kilkenny, but I was exceedingly 
anxious to discover some clue to his motives for that design, and to 
ascertain what was his connection with the city. My most early 
speculation was that he might have been the Sovereign, or Chief 
Magistrate of the town in 1400, when the great public work was 
carried out, and that he was merely named in connection with it, as the 
names of our modern mayors are usually coupled with civic improve- 
ments, whether executed at their own expense, or at the cost of the 
corporation. My first researches were in the calendar of rolls, from 
which I ascertained that in 1381, amongst several persons appointed 
Custodes Pads (answering to our modern Justices of the Peace) in 
the county of Kilkenny, was Robert Talbot (Rot. Pat. 5 Ric. II. la. 
pars. 40) ; and again in 1388 Robert Talbot was appointed a Justice 
in the county of Kilkenny to make Inquisitions concerning seditions, 
and lands belonging to the King (Rot. Pat. 12 Ric. II. 11). Here 
then at all events was a Robert Talbot officially connected with 
Kilkenny, and that too within a few years of the time of the erection 
of the walls ; and sufficient proof was thus, perhaps, afforded of the 
instability of Ledwich's theory. "Within the last few days, however, 
I have been enabled to hunt up further information concerning Robert 
Talbot, bringing him into more immediate connection with the town 
of Kilkenny, and actually showing him taking concern in the murage, 
or tolls granted to the inhabitants by Royal Charter, to enable them 
to wall and fortify their Borough. 

The Rev. James Graves being at present engaged in making a tran- 
script of the " Liber Primus" or most ancient municipal record in the 
possession of the Corporation of Kilkenny, I readily obtained that 
gentleman's assistance in searching for notices of the founder of the walls 
of the city. We discovered that in 1382 Robert Talbot was, with five 
other principal inhabitants, nominated by the Sovereign and Burgesses 
to supervise and audit the accounts of the parties to whom the murage 
of the town had been let out to farm ; and again in 1389 he was 
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appointed arbitrator in a case of a disputed will between two members 
of the family of Knaresboro. Several members of the family of Talbot 
were about the same time Burgesses of Kilkenny, and filling the highest 
municipal offices.* Unfortunately the name of the Sovereign in the 
year 1400 is not recorded, for there is every reason to suppose that the 
office may have been then filled by the founder of the waUs ; but in the 
years 1384, 1391, 1404, 1405, 1407, and 1408, fiobert Talbot is 
placed first on the list of the Council of twelve Chief Burgesses, (answer- 
ing to the modern Aldermen) and it may, perhaps, be inferred that he 
was a wine-merchant, as in the last mentioned year there is an entry in 
the book of an order " that 50s. be paid to Eobert Talbot, out of the 
tallage (tolls) for a pipe of wine presented by the Burgesses to Thomas 
of Lancaster, the King's son." The occasion of making this present 
by the Burgesses is sufficiently explained by the following extract from 
Marleburgh's Annals — "a.d. 1408, Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, the 
Lord Lieutenant, after the feast of St. Hilary, summoned a parhament 
to meet in Kilkenny, in order to have a tallage (charter of tolls) 
granted." — ^It may not. perhaps, be going too far here to speculate that 
this very " tallage" was granted to cover the expense of the town-wall 
so recently erected. 

Stanihurst, Marleburgh, Bowling, and various other annalists, record 
that the founder of the walls of Kilkenny died in 1415 ; if it could be 
proved that the Eobert Talbot, who was one of the Chief Burgesses of 
Kilkenny, deceased about the same time, this fact ought, surely, to be 
sufficient to identify him as that "worthie gentleman." After the 
year 1411, when he was granted one mark out of the tolls — but for what 
service is not specified — there is no mention made of him in the Liber 
Primus; but that he was dead before the year 1417, is proved by a 
rental of the Corporation, of the fifth year of King Henry Y., preserved 
in the Diocesan Eegistry of Ossory. The first item upon that rental is, 
" VId. p. an. payable for two fields, the property of the Corporation, 
near the Irishtownbar, which belonged to Eobert Talbot, and which 
Letitia his widow now holds." This lady appears to have rented a con- 
siderable property at that time from the Sovereign and Burgesses. She 
paid 9d. per annum for her mansion in Patrick Street, and 2d. per 
annum for a house in the same street called " Kettillers Hall," and in 
which, from the name it bore, it is not improbable the famous Kilkenny 
witch, Alice Kyttiller, had formerly resided. 

* In 1403 Thomas Talbot was Sovereign of the town; and in 1352 John 
Talbot was one of a jury empannelled to try whether the accusation made 
against a Burgess of having disclosed the secrets of the Corporation, was just 
and well founded. It is probable that for this person a very curious ancient 
tomb in St. Canice's Cathedral was erected. The monument, which is under 
the South arch of the belfry, bears no date, but from the formation of the 
characters of its inscription, is evidently of the fourteenth century — The in- 
scription is I- Hie jacet Joannes Talbot, cujus unime propitietur Deus. The 

townland of Talbot's Inch, near Kilkenny, derives its name from this family. 
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This is all the information which, after long and diligent research, I 
have been W» able to obtain concerning Eobert Talbot, the founder of 
the ancient mural defences of Kilkenny. I feel convinced that the subject 
must have interest for the Society, and that if I have not fully accounted 
for the motives which led a private individual to such a weighty under- 
taking, and that I have in so far left the matter involved in as much 
mystery as ever; I think I have at least brought forward sufficient 
circumstantial evidence to corroborate the statements of some of the old 
annalists, and expose the fallacy of t)r. Ledwich's theory that Kilkenny 
was walled by a Richard Talbot, whose only connexion with the place 
was, that his father was married to a sister of the Earl Ormonde — ^no 
proof, surely, that he himself ever saw our town ? My own opinion 
still is — but I merely gave it as a surmise — that Robert Talbot only 
advanced the means of building the walls on the security of the murage- 
tolls which many royal charters had vested in the burgesses, and that 
Dowling hazarded the supposition (somewhat on the Ledwich principle,) 
of the works being carried out at his private expense from reading the 
laudations heaped upon the "worthie gentleman" by previous chroniclers 
who had not been sufficiently explicit as to his motives and inducements 
to the undertaking. In conclusion, I may observe that it appears from 
some inquisitions of the seventeenth century, that the ancient bastion or 
flanker of the city wall in the garden of our esteemed fellow citizen, P. 
Watters, Esq., Town Clerk of Kilkenny, was at that time termed 
" Talbot's Castle," a name which it no doubt derived from the " worthie 
gentleman" of whose " well-judged liberality" it is now almost the only 
remaining witness. 



ANCIENT FLEMISH COLONY IN KILKENNY. 

BY JOHN G. A. PRIM. 

[Read at the Meeting of July itA.] 



As the illustration of local history is one of the main objects of the 
Archaeological Society, I beg to lay before the members some informa- 
tion connected with ancient Kilkenny, which I trust will not be con- 
sidered altogether unimportant or uninteresting. It is pretty generally 
known, for it is matter of historical notoriety, that towards the end of 
the sixteenth century a colony of Flemish mechanics, skilful in the 
working of fine manufactures and embroidery, was estabhshed in Kil- 



